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Background 
In 2015, the HELCOM Regional Action Plan on Marine Litter (HELCOM RAP ML) was adopted with the aim to 
significantly reduce marine litter by 2025, compared to 2015, and to prevent harm to the coastal and marine 
environment. 

Action RL 5 of the HELCOM RAP ML outlines to “establish a dialogue and negotiate on solutions with business 
and industry to (i) develop design improvements that reduce the negative impacts of products entering the 
marine environment, and (ii) reduce over-packaging and promote wise packaging”.  

As a regional action, this action aims to engage the private sector and designers from around the Baltic Sea 
in understanding how improved design of products (and the systems they are embedded in) can influence 
the reduction or prevention of (marine) litter.  

In order to create synergies with other on-going projects in the Baltic Sea region, it is proposed to organize a 
HELCOM-INTERREG Baltic Sea Region (BSR)-Workshop on how ecodesign methods and tools can be applied 
to reduce marine litter in the Baltic Sea region in collaboration with the INTERREG BSR project “EcoDesign 
Circle”. The INTERREG BSR project “EcoDesign Circle” (2016-2019, https://www.ecodesigncircle.eu/) aims (i) 
to enhance the capability of small and medium-sized enterprises to make use of ecodesign, (ii) to increase 
the capacity of designers in the environmental dimension of design, (iii) to improve the Baltic Sea Region-
wide cooperation between design centres and (iv) to facilitate the development of new products / services 
and create jobs for tomorrow’s markets.  

The workshop is set against the backdrop of the ‘Circular Design Forum’ – an international conference which 
will take place on 14.06.2018 in Berlin, Germany, which is an activity of “EcoDesign Circle”. In lectures, panel 
discussions and workshops, experts from mainly BSR countries will give insight into sustainable design 
approaches, future-orientated business models, and political frameworks. Whereas during the ‘Circular 
Design Forum’ on 14.06.2018, a two-hour interactive session is planned to discuss the issue of “ecodesign 
and marine litter reduction and prevention” with a broader audience – open for all interested participants of 
the conference, the HELCOM-INTERREG BSR-Workshop would be organized for nominated experts from the 
BSR region.  

This document contains information on the planned workshop as well as contribution from HELCOM 
countries to the event in order to contribute to action RL5 in the RAP on ML which Germany is leading.  

Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to:  

- take note of the information on the Concept note for a HELCOM-INTERREG-Workshop on eco-design 
and marine litter in the Baltic Sea Region and support the suggestion to organize the workshop; 

- provide feedback on possible elements, presentations and topics to be covered during the workshop. 

http://www.helcom.fi/Lists/Publications/Regional%20Action%20Plan%20for%20Marine%20Litter.pdf
https://www.ecodesigncircle.eu/
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Concept note for a HELCOM-INTERREG-Workshop on eco-design and 
marine litter in the Baltic Sea Region  
Aim  

1. For the purpose of the workshop, ecodesign is the “culmination of a holistic, conscious and proactive 
approach. It consists in designing a product -or service- so as to minimize its impacts on the environment. 
Eco-design applies at every stage in a product’s life: raw material extraction, production, packaging, 
distribution, use, recovery, recycling, incineration, etc.” (World Business Council for Sustainable 
Development). 

2. The aim of the workshop is to engage in a dialogue and enhanced cooperation with designers, 
representatives of industry, civil society organisations, national and/or local governments and other 
stakeholders. It will be discussed how ecodesign principles, methods, tools, approaches and circular 
systems can be specified and applied to contribute to the reduction of marine litter in the Baltic Sea Area 
and which measures can support it. The workshop aims at promotion of design solutions optimizing the 
use of products at the end of their life. 

Key questions are: 

• How can product design contribute to prevent marine litter? 
• How can products be designed in a way that, should they end up in the oceans, they cause as little 

damage as possible?  
• What is the role of product design in the bigger sustainability and circular economy context?  
• What do designers, producers, service developers and engineers need to know in order to contribute 

in an adequate way to marine litter prevention? 
• What are the opportunities and limitations of sustainable design with regard to marine litter? What 

are supportive systems? Which further framework conditions are needed so that ecodesigned 
services and products reach their objectives? 

Methodology:  

3. The initial part of the workshop will consist of an exchange of information in order to create a common 
understanding about the issue of marine litter including its sources and impacts as well as the principles of 
ecodesign and its methods and tools. It is aimed to sketch out a background with regard to the opportunities 
of ecodesign and circular systems in marine litter reduction and prevention measures. Participants are 
encouraged to present their experience and knowledge that is relevant with regard to bringing marine litter 
considerations to an (eco)design audience and vice versa. 

4. On the basis of the knowledge gained during the first part of the workshop, the second part will focus 
on specifying principles and criteria of ecodesign in a marine litter context that will be developed in a 
participatory manner. One approach is to adapt a matrix of (eco)design principles along the life-cycle of most 
relevant products and/or product groups including the context of these products and/or product groups they 
are embedded in. This agenda item also considers limitations of such an approach and identifies further steps, 
measures and relevant actors.  

5. Finally, the workshop results will be further developed in consultation with the workshop participants 
and an outcome document about ecodesign opportunities for marine litter reduction is foreseen to be 
submitted to PRESSURE 9-2018 for consideration in relation to its contribution to action RL5 within the RAP 
on ML.  
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Date and venue 

6. The workshop will be held on 15 June 2018 in Berlin, Germany and will be jointly organized by the 
German Environment Agency, the INTERREG BSR project “EcoDesign Circle” and the HELCOM Secretariat. 
The specific location will be confirmed at a later stage. 

Organisation 
Participants 

7. The workshop is open to HELCOM countries, representatives of the INTERREG BSR project ”EcoDesign 
Circle” and other stakeholders including representatives of industry, industry associations, designers and 
relevant NGOs, involved in marine litter, ecodesign, circular economy and other relevant activities. 
Contribution from the participants is expected on the following topics: life-cycle approach of products, 
environmental policy, stakeholder dialogue, circular economy, product design, marine environmental 
protection and others. HELCOM countries are invited to bring their national experts on this matter and to 
consider inviting any stakeholders from their relevant national sectors, in order to make presentations or 
comment on their experiences.  

Contributions 

8. All HELCOM Contracting Parties and Observers are invited to identify whether they can give 
presentations at the workshop. The following list includes examples or possible topics that could be covered:  

• Design in/for a circular economy: system-wide life cycle thinking  
• Design to address the four ”Rs”: reduce, reuse, repair and recycling  
• Ecodesign to reduce the production of waste that ends up as litter  
• Stakeholder dialogue along the life cycle and how and where to include designers  
• Sustainable materials: opportunities and limitations. 
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